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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Book Proposal GUIDELINES

Founded in 1946, the  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1American Society for Surgery of the Hand (ASSH) is the oldest medical specialty society in the United States, and is dedicated entirely to continuing medical education related to surgery of the hand. In accord with this mission, ASSH annually publishes books and other educational media representing the science and state of the art practice of hand surgery. 

Individuals wishing to submit a book proposal should refer to the guidelines below or contact ASSH staff directly.  Your proposal will be reviewed promptly by ASSH staff and forwarded to the ASSH committee charged with oversight of the publications program (PPAC). Each proposal will be reviewed against a formal needs assessment process in which the committee reviews the existing literature on the topics proposed as well as identifies the top priority topics for the year given the resources at hand.  Upon a successful outcome in the PPAC review, you will be encouraged to proceed (perhaps with revisions) according to the plan outlined in your proposal. A contract will be offered, and a timeline for publication will be established with ASSH staff. 

I. Title. Please include a descriptive working title for the project. It is understood that the title may change at any stage between proposal and final publication. 

II. Description and Rationale. Please offer a brief (one- to five-paragraph) narrative description of your project that speaks to the need for it in the field. Include the subject, the extent of your coverage of the subject, and please mention all the important features of your conceptual approach or of your structural presentation that will make it unique and distinct from other published works on the subject.

III. Audience. Please briefly describe the audience you address in the book you are proposing. Please focus on the primary audience (e.g., researchers, experienced hand surgeons, students, residents), but also mention any secondary audiences (orthopaedic surgeons, therapists, etc.) who might also represent a significant group of readers. 

IV. Competitive Work. Please compare your project to other works currently available on the same or nearly the same subject, and briefly indicate how yours will be distinct from those. 

V. Table of Contents, Annotated, and Sample Chapter. So that ASSH can fully understand the scope and structure of the book you propose, please provide a briefly annotated preliminary table of contents. This should include titles of all chapters planned and a one-paragraph summary of each. If you have contributors already committed to write chapters for you, please include the names of those contributors. It is understood that parts of the contents may change as the book develops. If possible, please attach a sample chapter—preferably the introduction. 

VI. Length, Images, and Timeline. Please estimate the length of your proposed book in double-spaced manuscript pages (i.e., not in finished book pages), and indicate a date by which you could deliver a finished manuscript, complete with all chapters and images. Regarding images, please estimate the total number of images you plan to include, and indicate what percentage of these might require permission from other publishers or from the image owners. 
