     AMERICAN SOCIETY for SURGERY OF THE HAND



2005 SUPPORTING MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS

Supporting Membership Gives You Valuable Tools to Enhance Your Career

Stay Up-to-Date With the Latest Research in Upper Extremity Care

As a Supporting member, you’ll receive a complimentary print and online subscription to the Journal of Hand Surgery (JHS). JHS offers original, peer-reviewed articles reflecting clinical and basic science research related to diseases and conditions of the upper extremity.  

You’ll also receive a complimentary print and online subscription to the Journal of the American Society for Surgery of the Hand (JASSH). Review established surgical techniques, and read about the newest techniques in upper extremity care in JASSH. 

ASSH also offers an online Journal Review Club. Every other month, 14 of the latest medical journals are reviewed for articles of interest to hand surgeons. 
Gather Tidbits of Wisdom from Other ASSH Members

The ASSH Correspondence Newsletter features monthly submissions by ASSH members on everything from surgical knots to retirement planning. 
Stay Informed with the ASSH Weekly Member Update

Every Friday, you’ll receive the ASSH Weekly Member Update via e-mail. Providing concise information on the newest ASSH products and meetings, updates on medical liability issues, and other news briefs relevant to the life of a practicing hand surgeon, the Weekly Member Update keeps you in the loop.

Earn CME Hours at a Reduced Price 

As a Supporting member, you qualify for a price reduction on all ASSH courses and meetings. You will also receive advance notice of our courses in the mail, so you can sign up early. 

Print Your CME Certificates and Transcripts Online

Log in to the ASSH website at www.assh.org, click on “Your Profile” and get an instant transcript of all the CME courses and meetings you’ve attended with ASSH since 1997. 

Save Money on Your Purchase of ASSH Products

Membership entitles you to significant savings on the purchase price of most ASSH products, including practice management tools, surgical techniques DVD’s, and study aids. Visit www.assh.org and click on the Products link in the left column for information on products available from ASSH. 
Connect with Hand Surgeons Around the World

The ASSH Membership Directory provides you with office and home contact information for over 2000 ASSH members in the United States and around the world. You can get up-to-the minute contact information for other members online at www.assh.org, or you can refer to the print directory mailed to you annually. 
For more information about membership, call the ASSH Central Office at (847) 384-8300 between the hours of 8:00 am and 5:30 pm Central Time. Or e-mail us at one of the addresses below.

For general Society information: info@assh.org
For membership information: membership@assh.org
For meeting and course information: meetings@assh.org
For product information: asshproducts@assh.org
Qualifications for ASSH Supporting Membership

To qualify for Supporting Membership, individuals must complete the application form providing all requisite information.  Supporting membership may be granted to any individual whom:

· Shall not practice hand surgery

· Shall have contributed, in the judgment of the Council, to the understanding and/or treatment of disorders of the upper limbs

· Shall be of high moral, ethical, and professional standing, as attested to by three (3) Active members meeting such additional qualifications as established by the Council

· Shall support the programs of the Society 

Responsibilities of the Applicant

1. Individuals interested in applying for ASSH Supporting membership must obtain an application form from the Central Office or the Society’s website as shown below:

Membership Services

American Society for Surgery of the Hand

6300 North River Road, Suite 600

Rosemont, IL  60018-4256

(847) 384-8300

E-mail: membership@assh.org
www.assh.org
2. Applicants must complete ALL sections of the application form in their entirety.  No part of the application form may be left blank.  Any activities and/or contributions must be added to the application form.  

3. All three sponsors must be ASSH Active members, elected in 2001 or earlier. Sponsorship letters should not be submitted electronically.
4. Mail the completed application (including signature) to the ASSH Central Office at the above address by February 7, 2005.  This year most sections of the application form can be filled out and submitted electronically.
5. Letters of recommendation from other members of the American Society for Surgery of the Hand (particularly chiefs of service, training program directors, persons familiar with the applicant’s practice or contributions to hand surgery, and other qualified individuals) are not required, but do serve to strengthen the application.

6. February 7, 2005 is the absolute deadline for submitting applications for 2005 ASSH Supporting membership.  In order for an application to be considered for Supporting membership, all application material must arrive at the Central Office by the specified deadline.

7. The applications and any other information obtained in connection with the application becomes the property of the American Society for Surgery of the Hand upon receipt, and will not be returned to the applicant during or at the conclusion of the application process.

Instructions Regarding Sponsors

All sponsors must be Active members in the American Society for Surgery of the Hand, elected in 2001 or earlier.  Contact the ASSH Central Office to verify eligibility of sponsors.
1. Sponsor must include in his/her letter the following information:

a. Length of time he/she has known the applicant

b. Knowledge of the applicant’s present practice

c. Statement of unequivocal support on behalf of the applicant

d. Letter must be submitted on sponsor’s letterhead

2. Signed sponsor must send the signed letter directly to the Membership Committee at:

ASSH Central Office

6300 North River Road, Suite 600

Rosemont, IL  60018-4256


     3.      Letters of support from sponsors must be received by the ASSH Central Office by February 7, 2005.



Method of Election and Notification


Applicants shall be considered for membership in accordance with the rules and policies of the American 



Society for Surgery of the Hand.  The Membership Committee will not recommend an applicant who does



not meet the criteria for membership or who has not fully or accurately completed the application for



membership.



Applicants and their sponsors will be notified of their status in writing at least one month prior to the 2005


ASSH Annual Meeting.  



Supporting Membership Application Fee and Dues



Applicants for ASSH Supporting membership do not pay an application fee.  Annual dues for the Supporting


membership category in the American Society for Surgery of the Hand are $530.00 per year.  There is also a one-time initiation fee of $600.00.  Annual dues and the one-time initiation fee will be billed upon the candidate’s acceptance for Supporting membership in ASSH.


Questions?



Please contact Jeanne Bloesch, ASSH Membership Department at 847.384.8300 or send an e-mail to



membership@assh.org
