AMERICAN SOCIETY for SURGERY OF THE HAND
2005 ACTIVE MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS
Active Membership Gives You Valuable Tools To Enhance Your Hand Surgery Career 

Stay Up-to-Date With the Latest Research in Upper Extremity Care
As an Active member, you’ll receive a complimentary print and online subscription to the Journal of Hand Surgery (JHS). JHS offers original, peer-reviewed articles reflecting clinical and basic science research related to diseases and conditions of the upper extremity.

You’ll also receive a complimentary print and online subscription to the Journal of the American Society for Surgery of the Hand (JASSH). Review established surgical techniques, and read about the newest techniques in upper extremity care in JASSH.

ASSH also offers an online Journal Review Club. Every other month, 14 of the latest medical journals are reviewed for articles of interest to hand surgeons.

Get Help with Your Toughest Cases
Ask your fellow members how to diagnose and/or treat your toughest case on the ASSH clinical listserv. Open to all members, the listserv e-mails your question to over 400 members. You can even attach copies of x-rays and digital photos to your e-mail. Even if you don’t have a case to post, you may want to subscribe to offer your advice or simply read the posts.

Publicize Your Practice in the ASSH Find-A-Hand Surgeon Pages
As an Active member, contact information for your practice is automatically listed in the Find-a-Hand Surgeon pages of the ASSH website at www.assh.org. These pages receive thousands of visits a month from patients looking for a hand surgeon in their area.
 
Build a Free Website for Your Practice
You can quickly build a website for your practice by using technology provided by Medem and/or AAOS especially for ASSH members. When you’re done, make sure your site url is part of your membership profile record. Then, when patients click on your link in the Find-a-Hand Surgeon pages, they’ll also get a link to your website.

Gather Tidbits of Wisdom from Other ASSH Members
The ASSH Correspondence Newsletter features monthly submissions by ASSH members on everything from surgical knots to retirement planning. Your copy will be e-mailed to you each month. You can also view current and past issues in the Members section of the ASSH website at www.assh.org.

Stay Informed with the ASSH Weekly Member Update
Every Friday, you’ll receive the ASSH Weekly Member Update via e-mail. Providing concise information on the newest ASSH products and meetings, updates on medical liability issues, and other news briefs relevant to the life of a practicing hand surgeon, the Weekly Member Update keeps you in the loop.

Earn CME Hours at a Reduced Price
As an Active member, you qualify for a price reduction on all ASSH courses and meetings. You will also receive advance notice of our courses in the mail, so you can sign up early. 

Print Your CME Certificates and Transcripts Online
Log in to the ASSH website at www.assh.org, click on “Your Profile” and get an instant transcript of all the CME courses and meetings you’ve attended with ASSH since 1997.

Save Money on Your Purchase of ASSH Products
Membership entitles you to significant savings on the purchase price of most ASSH products, including practice management tools, surgical techniques DVD’s, and study aids. Visit www.assh.org and click on the Products link in the left column for information on products available from ASSH.

Make Sure Your Voice is Heard Regarding Fair Payment for Hand Surgeons 
The ASSH CPT/RUC Committee is actively involved in monitoring and advocating for positive changes in CPT codes and their associated relative values. ASSH works closely with the AMA, CMS, and other medical specialty societies to represent the interests of its members.

Connect with Hand Surgeons Around the World
The ASSH Membership Directory provides you with office and home contact information for over 2000 ASSH members in the United States and around the world. You can also get up-to-the minute contact information in the online Membership Directory found on the ASSH website at www.assh.org. And as an Active member, ASSH pays for your membership in the International Federation of Societies for Surgery of the Hand (IFSSH), connecting you with hand surgeons around the world.

Hand Surgery Travel Clubs
In an effort to enhance opportunities for collegiality among its members, ASSH is providing a venue for members to join and create travel clubs. ASSH has provided you with some of the tools that may be helpful in forming or joining a new club.
For more information about membership, call the ASSH Central Office at (847) 384-8300 between the hours of 8:00 am and 5:30 pm Central Time. Or e-mail us at one of the addresses below.

For general Society information: info@assh.org
For membership information: membership@assh.org
For meeting and course information: meetings@assh.org
For product information: asshproducts@assh.org
Qualifications for ASSH Active Membership

Active membership in the American Society for Surgery of the Hand may be granted to any individual who meets the criteria set forth below and who shares interest in and supports the purposes of the Society; abides by ASSH Bylaws, the principles and ethics of the Society and other rules and regulations as the Society may adopt; and meets such additional criteria for each category of membership in the Society as the Council may from time to time establish.

To apply for Active Membership, individuals must complete an application form providing all requisite information. Active membership may be granted to any individual who:

· Shall be fully licensed to practice medicine in a state, territory, or province of competent jurisdiction and shall have hospital privileges in hand surgery

· Shall be of high moral ethical and professional standing, as attested to by two active members and the applicant’s fellowship director

· Shall reside in the United States or Canada

· Shall be certified in general, orthopaedic, or plastic surgery by the appropriate American Specialty Board and shall hold a Certificate of Added Qualifications in Surgery of the Hand, or shall be certified by the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada, or, in special circumstances, shall be certified by an equivalent foreign Specialty Board
· Shall have attended, by the application due date, one Annual Meeting of the Society within the last three years
· Shall have performed at least 125 major hand surgery operations in a consecutive 12-month period during the previous three years, in categories delineated on the application form

· Shall have made worthwhile contributions in areas of hand surgery including: publications, teaching, clinical practice, basic research or participation in educational activities of the American Society for Surgery of the Hand

Responsibilities of the Applicant

1. Individuals interested in applying for Active Membership in ASSH must obtain an application form from the Central Office or the Society's website:

Membership Services

American Society for Surgery of the Hand

6300 North River Road, Suite 600

Rosemont, IL 60018-4256

847.384.8300

E-mail: membership@assh.org

www.assh.org
2. Applicants must complete ALL sections of the application form. No part of the application form may be left blank. Any activities and/or contributions must be added to the application form. Do not attach your curriculum vitae.

3. Mail the completed application to the ASSH Central Office to arrive at the above address by February 7, 2005. This year most sections of the application form can be filled out and submitted electronically to the ASSH.
4. Active Membership candidates must submit a sponsorship letter from their hand fellowship director and two ASSH Active members, elected in 2001 or earlier.  Sponsorship letters should not be submitted electronically.
5. Letters of recommendation from other members of the American Society for Surgery of the Hand (particularly chiefs of service, training program directors, persons familiar with the applicant's practice or contributions to hand surgery, and other qualified individuals) are not required but do serve to strengthen the application.

6. Copy of the candidate's CAQ certificate must accompany application.
7. Active membership applicants must submit a case list of hand and upper extremity cases performed during a consecutive 12 month period between January 1, 2002 and January 1, 2005.  If you hold a current CAQ, and the dates for the CAQ case list are between January 1, 2002 and January 1, 2005, then only the CAQ compiled coversheet need be submitted with this application. The ASSH reserves the right to request additional case list information in order to complete the review of any applicant.
8. February 7, 2005,  is the absolute deadline for submitting applications for Active Membership in ASSH. In order for an applicant to be considered for Active membership, all application materials, including sponsorship letters, must arrive at the Central Office by the specified deadline.

9. The applications and any other information obtained in connection with the application becomes the property of the American Society for Surgery of the Hand upon receipt and will not be returned to the applicant during or at the conclusion of the application process.

instructions regarding Sponsors

All sponsors must be Active members in the American Society for Surgery of the Hand – elected in 2001 or earlier. Contact the ASSH Central Office to verify eligibility of sponsors.

1. Sponsor must include in his/her letter the following information:
a. Length of time he/she has known the applicant

b. Knowledge of the applicant's present practice

c. Statement of unequivocal support on behalf of the applicant

2. Letter must be submitted on sponsor's letterhead.
Signed sponsorship letters can be sent letter directly to the Membership Committee at:
ASSH Central Office

6300 North River Road, Suite 600

Rosemont, IL 60018-4256
Letters of support from sponsors must be received by the ASSH Central Office by February 7, 2005.

Method of Election and Notification

Applicants shall be considered for membership in accordance with the bylaws and policies of the American Society for Surgery of the Hand. The Membership Committee will not recommend an applicant who does not meet the criteria for membership or who has not fully or accurately completed the application for membership.
Applicants will be notified of their status in writing at least one month prior to the 2005 Annual Meeting.
Active Membership Application Fee and Dues

The one-time application fee for Active Membership is $300. Annual dues for the Active membership category in the American Society for Surgery of the Hand are $530 per year. There is also a one-time initiation fee of $600. The application fee must be submitted with the application for Active membership and may be paid for by check (made payable in U.S. funds to the American Society for Surgery of the Hand) or by using a major credit card. Annual dues and the one-time initiation fee will be billed upon the candidate's acceptance for Active Membership in the ASSH.

Questions?

Please contact Jeanne Bloesch, ASSH Membership Department at 847.384.8300 or send an e-mail to membership@assh.org.
Important ASSH Dates

February 7, 2005
· Deadline for Active Membership Applications and all supporting material to be received in the Central Office.

September 22-24, 2005
· 60th Annual Meeting

· San Antonio, TX

· New Member Event to be held during the 60th Annual Meeting
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